
TANGIER ISLAND AMERICAS MOST UNIQUE SUMMER RESORT
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A Practical If Not a Romantic Venice Has
a Grand Canal and Many Minor Canals
and the Inhabitants Use Them as Con-
stantly

¬

and With as Little Thought as
the People of Washington Use Their
Avenues Streets and Alleys

By CHARLES E FAIRMAN

in the Chesapeake Bay In

DOWN portion called Tangier
is situated the oualnt

Island of Tangier an Island
that is without a counterpart In this
country It is Holland without its dykes
and windmills it is Venice without
its picturesque architecture It Is the
most unique summer resort in all
America

Tangier Island is situated 125 miles
south of Baltimore with which city It
lias steamer connectfons twice a week
The island is about Are miles long and
three quarters of a mile In width and

contains a population of about 1400 and
derives its revenues from the fish crabs
and oysters which abound in the waters
of the bay and sound

The peculiar features of this Island
arc many and of varied Interest for to
the visitor everything seems strange and
novel There are no wagons for the
reason that there arc no horses to draw
them and no roads over which th
wagens could be driven The streets
seem to resemble country lanes with
the exception of the one street of tha
island known as King Street which 1

only nine feet wide and which follows
the highest land of the Island from the
landing wharf at the south end to the
bridge which connects the main part of
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the island to that portion of the Island
farther north known as Canaan

Have Their Private Canals
But the absence of streets Is not a

detriment to this Island community for
each building lot has its own private
canal by which the occupants float
their fiat bottomed boats out Into the
sound and bring from the larger boats
out In the harbor their supples of wood
or other neccsarles needed for the de
mands of housekeeping for the Island
Is without Rood and gardening is car ¬

ried on to a very limited extent for
the Islanders arc fishermen oysterraen
and crabbers and agriculture Is not
depended on to any great extent al-

though
¬

the toll seems well adapted for
gardening and corn raising but the
difficulties of tilling the ground seem to
keep many from gardening and thera
seems to be plenty of ground which
might be used for the raising of corn
and potatoes If there were a disposition
to forsake the water for the land

No Use for Horses

And so with the little canal running
to the back yard of each house and
with each householder provided with
one or more boats the use of horses
as beasts of burden or for purposes of
pleasure seems to be fully supplied by
the boats But to the stranger the
spcctaclo of a boat passing through
what at a distance seems to be a fiat
meadow is one which Is full of novelty
and a constant sourco of amusement

The landing stage at which the steam-
ers

¬

land passengers and freight for
Tangier is fully a mile from the nearest
point of tho island and here you will
find upon the arrival of the steamer a
motley collection of boats waiting some
of them for passengers others arc watt ¬

ing for freight for there arc Ave stores
on the Island and others come from
motives of curiosity for there is no
railroad station to Interest the idle
and an old fnshloned stage coach would
probably cause as much excitement as a
circus parado with its gayly decorated
wagons causes In rural communities

Haven of Perpetula Rest
But this Is without doubt the haven

of perpetual rest Jealousy has never
been awakened by the advent of a caved
in pulled down Panama hat the quiet
has never been disturbed by rag time
music tho hand organ with its accom ¬

panying monkey Is but a tradition on
this peaceful Island soda water except
the bottled kind Is unknown lco cream
is served on Saturday nights the real
gala night of the Island and the chil-
dren

¬

lull their dolls to sleep with tho
music of gospel hymns

And yet I would not have anyone
think that tho people are not musical
and that tho children have no Joys To
tho contrary nearly every home pos ¬

sesses an organ and the children arj
tho gladdest happiest children I have
over seen and whllo It Is true thoy do
not have the same kind of toys used by
tho children of the mainland every boy
has his crabbing not and his flat bottom-
ed

¬

boat to pole about the shallow waters
of tho sound and tho triumphal return
of a email boy along tho main street

The Grand Canal of Tangier Island

with an edible crab in his net closely
followed by a crowd of admiring urchins
of smaller growth is a common sight at
Tangier

Boys to Be Envied
And what finer sport Is indulged in by

boys In any section of tho country than
the wading and the swimming and
jumping off from some of the anchored
craft Into the soft oozy mud at low tide
No one who has seen the Tangier young ¬

sters at play and noticed their- - mud be ¬

spattered trousers their torn straw
hats their bronzed and freckled faces
or has seen the skill and the facility
with which boys of nlno handle their
boats around the island need feel any
pity for these boys and the chance is
that Instead of pity there will come a
sensation of envy and the wish for tho
return of days of boyhood

I have said that Saturday night Is the
gala night of the Island and this is duo
to the fact that thl3 is the night of all
the week when the male population of
the Island Is at home During the re ¬

mainder of the week from daybreak
Monday morning until Saturday after-
noon

¬

the fishers and the crabbers nro
awav from home but on Saturday after-
noon

¬

the boats may be seen sailing
homewnrd and at the landings crowds
of children are waiting to greet the
fathers who havo been absent all tho
weak and this la pay day for the chil
dren and soon afterward they flock In
swarms to the nearby stores to ex
change their pennies for striped stick3
of candy and animal crackers

Their Saturday Afternoons
On Saturday afternoons and Sundays

the anchoring places around the eastern
side of the Island are well filled with
the boats that have been absent during
the week and on shore the burden of
conversation on Saturday afternoon re
latcs to the catch of tho week and the
prices which different fishers or crab
bers have received for their week3
work At tho present time owing to
tho scarcity of rrabs good prices pre
vail and every soft shell crab means 3
cents to tho crabber and boats are sta ¬

tioned about the crabbing grounds which
arc ready to purchase the crabs as soon
as caught It Is not uncommon for
crabbers to receive from 35 to 30 for
tho weeks catch

No Old Horses or People
One of tho noticeable peculiarities of

tho Island la the absence cf any very old
looking houses and from appearances
ono would say that there are no build-
ings

¬

that have been standing over fifty
years but upon a little Inquiry wo find
that the Island has been Inhabited for
more than 200 years but as tho build-
ings

¬

are all frame structures they hae
been remodeled repainted and enlarged
as occasion required so that with all of
these changes the buildings have gone
through a state of evolution which
makes them very nearly up to dato so
far as the prevailing Btyie of architec ¬

ture is concerned
None of tbo houses Is supplied with

a cellar for the highest point of the isl
and Is only n little above high tldo
level and the Inhabitants have learned
to do without the luxury of a cellar
In fact tho only structures which arc
built to any extent underground ix ono
cistorn and the hot wntcr heating plant
for the now Methodist Church and tho
excavations for each of these structures
will not exceed thrco feet

Another strange feature of tho Island
la the absence of any very eld inhabi ¬

tants Whether the Inhabitants as they
become old havo a fashion of moving to
the mainland or whother they have the
faculty of always remaining young I am

unable to explain One thing Is certain
citizen who reaches the age of sev ¬

enty is considered to be very old and Is
respected to a point almost approaching
veneration on account of the supposed
accumulation of worldly knowledge due
to the advanced years The island seems
to be blessed with gcod health and In
fact the place Is rather too healthy to
prove profitable for a physician This
seems to be due to the natural condl
tlons of the Island and the natural man
ner in which the inhabitants live

Whole Island Methodist
The whole Island is Methodist in re-

ligious
¬

belief and a very enthusiastic
and prosperous Methodist Church is lo
catcd on the Island This church is one
of the first objects that is noticed upon
nearing the Island as its tall spire is
readily seen above the tops of the other
buildings and the small trees which grow
on the Island This church is the fin
est and most ambitious building on the
Island and next to this the parsonage
Is probably the best building Religion
has secured a strong footing here
and the people are almost universally
members of tho church

Outsldo of the church thero is little
in the way of entertainment for the isl-

anders
¬

and consequently tho church Is
tho leader In society as well as In mor
als The Fourth of July is quietly side
tracked Into a festival for church pur-
poses

¬

and the sisters of the church fur-
nish

¬

the dinner of which all tho Isl-

anders
¬

are expected to partake at a rea
sonable expenditure Other sisters pre
side at booths covered with the
sails from the vessels at anchor during
that day and from these booths dis ¬

pense lemonade candy and cakes all
for the benefit of tho treasury of tho
church

The women of Tangier are a hardy
class and not at all wanting In good
looks and greet tho stranger upon the
street In as cordiaj a manner as It It
could not happen that any but gentle-
men

¬

and gentlewomen would ever visit
Tangier and the formality of an intro-
duction

¬

is waived This kindly custom
of speaking to strangers Is also notlco
able among the children and Tangier Is
famous for tho quantity of children thai
may be teen on the streets or playing at
the waters edge at almost any season
able hour

Eveiy Woman in a Sunbonnet
The prevalence of the sunbonnet is ono

of the marked features of outdoor life
In Tangier and tbo sunbonnets can be
seen In almost any direction Some-

times
¬

the wearer may be seen punting a
boat across the fields for in that flat
country the tiny canals are completely
hidden at a short distance by the long
marsh grass at other times tho sun
bonnets sprinkle the ono street of the
island and especially is this true at the
hours when purchases aro needed for
the family tahle or when tho daily mail
arrives from CrisHeld an event of mo ¬

ment for there i3 no dally train to fur
idsh excitemem for this quiet spot

At Z oclock on Saturday afternoons
tho sunbonnets vanish a3 If by magic
and the girls and tho matrons who are
now recn en the atreet arc usually bare ¬

headed or wearing becoming hats the
aprons have been put aside for tho day
and perhaps you may meet on tho street
oro very handsome women tastefully

rowned whom you havo seen at an
earlier hour cl tho day going to the
tore or the po stiffice barefooted and

v earing a gen rous sized sunbonnet
Mr the women do not seem to think it
strange to go barefooted during tho
working hours of tho day if they aro so
inclined

One of the Few Places in the World Where
the Women Wear Sunbonnets Every
Family Supplied With Its Own Private
Cemetery Which Is Usually Located in
the Front Yard of the Home Methodism
the Only Religion of the Region

Sunday however is the great day of
the week Not by any means a day given
to mirth or sport for the boats are all
anchored and all of the islanders are at
home for the purpose of attending
church and there is service of some
kind for nearly every hour of the day
from 0 In the morning until twilight
The one street at this time presents a
busy appearance for on account of lt3
longjnarrow character it seems literally
crowded from the time of the tolling of
the church bell until ths service har
commenced All of tho services seem to
be well attended and young and old are
very constant in attendance upon
church

The final service of the day closes a
little after sunset and at its close the
young men take tho young women of
their choice and promenade the narrow
street tho only boulevard of the town

There Is noted an absence of the nolso
and gayety that might be expected from
so many young people As they walk
alon some of them hum selections from
the gospel hymns or converse in a quiet
manner Occasionally some ycung fol ¬

low without a partner stops a prome--
radlng couple with the iciuiry Whos
best7 and if the young lady desires a
change of partners she accepts the arm
of tbe new comer and leaves number
cne disconsolate but such affairs are
few and far between and love seems to
run as smoothly as it might be expect-
ed

¬
In Arcadia

The promenade lasts but a little time
end at a early hour the street Is de
terted for the men are obliged to be on
the crabbing grounds at an early hoar
tbe next morning The day of the week
has passed and life until the next Sat-
urday

¬

afternoon will be filled with tha
exciting struggle of dipping a liveli-
hood

¬

from the sea

ON THE SANDS AT ATLANTIC CITY
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